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ONE VOTE, ONE VALUE LEGISLATION 

31. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Premier:   
I refer to the Premier’s decision to ram one vote, one value legislation through the upper house before its 
membership turns over on 22 May, and to his comments on 6 March 1997, when he said -  

The Court Government should respect the will of the people and refrain from introducing any 
controversial legislation before May 22 when new Members of the Legislative Council take their seats.   

. . .  

To rush legislation through the Parliament while the Coalition still enjoys its majority would be 
immoral, opportunistic and insulting to the electorate.   

I ask the Premier: what has changed?  

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
I would have thought that it would be highly insulting to the people of Western Australia not to pass legislation 
establishing electoral reform in Western Australia.  That is the truth of the matter.  We have gone to two 
elections and we fought those elections on the basis of electoral reform.  The opposition, both the Liberal and the 
National Party, opposed our policies throughout Western Australia, and we won not one but both of those 
elections.  It is important that the will of the people be backed up by the Parliament of the people.   
There is no question of my government ramming anything through this Parliament because we do not have the 
numbers in the Legislative Council.  We need the support of other members of that house to get legislation 
through, which raises a very interesting question.  We know that there are members of the Liberal Party who 
recognise the need for changes in our electoral system.  They recognise the fact that the system we currently 
have is unfair to Western Australians.  Of course, their leader has told them that there will be no change in the 
system, which reflects very poorly on the Leader of the Opposition’s judgment.   
Let us summarise the argument.  There have been two elections in which we have put electoral reform on the 
agenda.  The campaigns run during those elections by the Liberal and the National Party opposed those policies, 
and we won those two elections.  It is quite simple: we have a mandate for change, and we expect the Parliament 
of Western Australia to back us up in creating a system that is fair to all Western Australians.   
 


